Pakistan and some of them had been cruelly molested
and dishonoured. Their upbringing was such that those
rescued women felt ashamed, and society also looked
down upon them. To do so was cruel. While it was
true that no one could touch a woman who had the
purity and the tejas of Sita, it was hard to find a Sita
in this age. At any rate, every woman could not rise to
those heights. A woman who was forcibly molested had
nothing to be ashamed of. She was in no way unchaste
or immoral. It was strange that while immoral men or
women went unpunished and the lapses of some society
men and women never came to light, people went out
of their way to outcast innocent victims of brutality!
Such an outlook pained him. He could never turn out
or look down upon his daughter or wife if she had been
subjected to such evil treatment and had escaped or
been liberated. He had met such women, both Hindus
and Muslims, and told them that they had nothing to
feel ashamed of.
HELPING HANDS AT HARVESTING
Gandhiji then went on to relate how the secretary
of a Provincial Congress Committee, who was a farmer
himself, had come to him and said that while formerly
all men and women in the villages used to lend a helping
hand at harvesting time, today the farmers had to hire
labour for that purpose. That increased the cost of
food grains and removed the spirit of free and willing
co-operation, which was an asset in itself. Gandhiji
knew of the good custom. He advised all, with all the
emphasis at his command, to practise it.
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The secretary said also that at least the Food
Minister, if not most, should be kisans. It was unfortunate
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